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Leaves of Faith Volume 1 page 92-94
The practical value of general studies is obvious. They provide both professional or vocational training
and a general orientation toward the unnumerable pragmatic exigencies of human life... We cannot
combat worldliness until we know what it stands for; we cannot refute the secularist unless we have
mastered his arguments... If Bnei Torah are to exert some positive religious influence upon modern
society they must maintain some contact with it. To this end, secular study is virtually indispensable....
Secular studies are often invaluable as a direct accessory to Talmud Torah proper. Consider simply the
aid we derive, by elucidation or comparison, from linguistics in Amos, history in Melakhim, agronomy
in Zera'im, physiology in Niddah, chemistry in Homet u-Matzah, philosophy in Yesodei Ha-Torah,
psychology in Avadah Zarah, political theory in Sanhedrin, torts in Bava Batra - one could continue
almost indefinitely... If pursuing such knowledge is not Talmud Torah, it is, at the very least, hechsher
Talmud Torah... Secular studies possess immense intrinsic value unsofar as they generally help to
develop our spiritual personality. Time and again, they intensify our insight into basic problems of
moral and religious thought... One could easily seize upon a minor point - say, L'hospital’s rule of
thedates of Louis-Phillipe’s reign — and ask how that will improve us n any way. We should remember,
however, that knoelwdge is attained only by degrees — nay, by minutes and seconds... Nor should we
be deterred by the illusion that we can find everything we need within our own tradition.
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In a famous letter to R. Jonathan ha-Kohen, the Rambam wrote about his devotion to Torah study and
then continued: A% MR’ KIN 179NN INF7A K7 O YTIF Wil . DNY N7 1WYI NN D'WI NN NINT DA NI
NIBIN NINAGYI NINPY. The other strange women, the securlar subjects, are to be used only as
"handmaidens to serve Torah, If they are given equal importance, that is a mistake.

It seems that his is a big problem... Not everyone understands the Rambam'’s position on secular
studies... we would have to accept the Rambam's position that while there is a place for secular
subjects, they are only to be used as NI9INI NNV MINEY, occupying a secondary status to Torah,
Talmidim.. sometimes fall into a mode where their main preoccupation, both in time and in thought, is
their occupation. When they are asked, “What do you do?” they answer, "l am a doctor, a lawyer, a
stockbroker.” But that is wrong. The answer should be, ‘I am a nnin |3; to earn a living I engage in
business, etc.”
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